
Nebraska Delegate Selection Plan Attachment H Relevant Nebraska State Statutes 

 
Introduction: Relevant statutory provisions governing political parties in Nebraska, 

including provisions related to the selection of Presidential Electors, can 
be found in Nebraska Revised Statutes §32-701 through §32-721.   

 
Statutory sections regarding the Presidential Primary Election, including 
ballot access for presidential candidates, voter registration deadlines, and 
early voting are contained throughout the Election Act (Nebraska Revised 
Statutes §32-101 through §32-1551).  The most relevant portions of the 
Election Act are contained herein. 
 

 
Statutes Governing Political Parties 
 
 
32-701. Political party; file delegate selection plan; contents; President; preference vote. 
 
(1) Each political party which is organized in Nebraska shall file a copy of the party's plan for 
selecting delegates and alternate delegates to the party's national convention with the Secretary 
of State on or before December 1 of the calendar year prior to each presidential election year and 
shall include a summary of the contents of the plan. The delegate selection plan shall: 
 
(a) Require that at least eighty percent of the delegates and alternate delegates are committed to a 
candidate for President of the United States based on the results of a caucus or the primary 
election; 

(b) Specify whether the delegates and alternate delegates are committed to a candidate for 
President of the United States based on the results of (i) a caucus system which is open to all 
Nebraska residents who are affiliated with the party for purposes of registering to vote in Nebraska, 
(ii) election at the statewide primary election, or (iii) a combination of the methods listed in 
subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this subdivision; 

(c) Specify how the delegates and alternate delegates are committed for purposes of voting for 
candidates for President of the United States based on the results of the caucus or primary election; 
and 

(d) Provide that the delegates and alternate delegates are either awarded to the winner of the caucus 
or primary election or awarded proportionally, based on the number of votes received by each 
presidential candidate at the caucus or primary election, to each presidential candidate who 
received at least fifteen percent of the votes for the nomination. 

(2) When candidates for the office of President of the United States are to be nominated, every 
registered voter of a political party shall have the opportunity to vote his or her preference on his 
or her party nominating ballot for his or her choice for one person to be the candidate of his or her 
political party for President of the United States by writing the name of the person of his or her 
choice for President in the blank space to be left upon the ballot for such purpose and making a 
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cross or mark in the square or oval opposite the written name or by making a cross or mark in the 
square or oval opposite the printed name of the person of his or her choice. 

32-702. Partisan primary election; candidate; affiliation required; when; rule or revocation 
of rule; when effective. 
 
Any political party may, by the adoption of a rule, require that any individual whose name is 
placed on such party's partisan primary election ballot be a registered voter affiliated with such 
party. If the political party adopts or revokes the rule and notifies the Secretary of State by filing 
the rule or notice of the revocation with the Secretary of State prior to December 1 of the 
calendar year before a statewide primary election, the rule or revocation is effective for the next 
and subsequent statewide primary elections. If a rule or notice of revocation is filed with the 
Secretary of State on or after December 1 of the calendar year before a statewide primary 
election and on or before the day of the statewide primary election, the rule or revocation is 
effective for the subsequent statewide primary elections. 
 
32-703. Delegates to national convention; selection or election; national party rules; state 
political party; duty. 
 
In each presidential election year, the total number of delegates and alternate delegates 
representing this state at the national conventions of the political parties and their method of 
selection or election shall be determined by the rules of the national political party holding the 
convention. The Secretary of State in consultation with the Attorney General shall have the 
authority to do all things necessary in the administration of the Election Act, including ballot 
preparation, separation of ballots, and ballot instructions, to comply with and carry out the intent 
of national political party rules and court decisions. Whenever the act is in conformity with 
national political party rules as to the election of delegates, the election procedures found in the 
act shall be followed. The state political party shall furnish a copy of the national political party 
rules regarding selection of delegates to the Secretary of State no later than December 1 of the 
year preceding each presidential election year. 
 
32-704. Candidates; delegate or alternate delegate to national convention; filing form; 
contents; Secretary of State; duties.1 
 
Any person seeking to be elected as a delegate or alternate delegate to the national convention of 
a political party shall submit a filing form under this section regardless of the method of election 
used by the political party. The filing form for nomination of a candidate for election as a 
delegate or alternate delegate to the national convention of a political party shall (1) contain a 
statement of commitment to a candidate for the office of President of the United States or that he 
or she is uncommitted, (2) include a pledge swearing to support the candidate for President of the 
United States to which the candidate for delegate or alternate delegate to the national convention 
is committed until (a) such candidate receives less than thirty-five percent of the votes for 
nomination by such convention or releases the delegate from such commitment or (b) two 

 
1 While §32-704 purports to require that delegates to national convention file with the Secretary of State, this section 
has historically not been enforced by the Secretary of State in this manner due to the application of §32-703, which 
provides that the method of delegate selection shall be determined by party rules. 
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convention nominating ballots have been taken, and (3) be filed with the Secretary of State. No 
filing form for nomination shall be accepted unless signed by the candidate. The Secretary of 
State shall prescribe the filing form for nomination. 
 
32-705. Delegates to national convention; certificates of election; Secretary of State shall 
issue. 
 
The Secretary of State shall issue certificates of election to persons elected as delegates to 
national conventions of the political parties. The certificate shall show the number of votes 
received in the state by each candidate of the political party for President represented by such 
delegate. 
 
32-707. County conventions; time; place; notice; registration of delegates; procedure. 
 
(1) A political party may conduct county conventions at an hour and place to be designated by a 
political party. The political party shall cause to be published, at least seven days prior to the date 
of the county convention, an official notice of the date, time, and place of the convention. The 
political party may elect to have delegates to the county convention register with the election 
commissioner or county clerk. 

(2) If a political party elects to have delegates to the county convention register with the election 
commissioner or county clerk, such delegates shall register with the election commissioner or 
county clerk on or before March 1 of each year in which the political party conducts a county 
convention. The election commissioner or county clerk shall deliver to the state chairperson of a 
political party the roll, properly certified, showing the name, address, and precinct of each delegate 
registered for such convention, no later than March 15 of each presidential election year. If there 
is not a full quota of delegates for the county convention as established by the political party, the 
delegates at the county convention may select delegates to fill the quota from the registered voters 
affiliated with the political party in the county. 

32-710. State conventions; when held; organization; platform; selection of presidential 
electors. 

Each political party shall hold a state convention biennially on a date to be fixed by the state central 
committee but not later than September 1. Candidates for elective offices may be nominated at 
such conventions pursuant to section 32-627 or 32-721. Such nominations shall be certified to the 
Secretary of State by the chairperson and secretary of the convention. The certificates shall have 
the same force and effect as nominations in primary elections. A political party may not nominate 
a candidate at the convention for an office for which the party did not nominate a candidate at the 
primary election except as provided for new political parties in section 32-621. The convention 
shall formulate and promulgate a state platform, select a state central committee, select electors 
for President and Vice President of the United States, and transact the business which is properly 
before it. One presidential elector shall be chosen from each congressional district, and two 
presidential electors shall be chosen at large. The officers of the convention shall certify the names 
of the electors to the Governor and Secretary of State. 
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32-712. President and Vice President; candidates; certification of names and addresses; 
time; Secretary of State; place names on ballot. 
 
Not later than September 8 prior to any general election at which candidates for President and 
Vice President of the United States are to be voted upon by the registered voters of the state, the 
appropriate officers of the various national political party conventions shall certify the names and 
addresses of such candidates selected by convention to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of 
State shall then take appropriate steps to place the names of the presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates on the ballot. 
 
32-713. Presidential electors; notice of appointment; meeting; pledge. 
 
(1) The certificates of appointment for presidential electors shall be served by the Governor on 
each person appointed. The Governor shall notify the presidential electors to be at the State 
Capitol at noon on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December after appointment 
and report to the Governor at his or her office in the capitol as being in attendance. The Governor 
shall serve the certificates of appointment by registered or certified mail. In submitting this 
state's certificate of ascertainment as required by 3 U.S.C. 6, the Governor shall certify this 
state's presidential electors and state in the certificate that: 

(a) The presidential electors will serve as presidential electors unless a vacancy occurs in the office 
of presidential elector before the end of the meeting at which the presidential electors cast their 
votes, in which case a substitute presidential elector will fill the vacancy; and 

(b) If a substitute presidential elector is appointed to fill a vacancy, the Governor will submit an 
amended certificate of ascertainment stating the names on the final list of this state's presidential 
electors. 

(2) The presidential electors shall convene at 2 p.m. of such Monday at the Governor's office in 
the capitol. Each presidential elector shall execute the following pledge: As a presidential elector 
duly selected (or appointed) for this position, I agree to serve and to mark my ballots for President 
and Vice President for the presidential and vice-presidential candidates who received the highest 
number of votes in the state if I am an at-large presidential elector or the highest number of votes 
in my congressional district if I am a congressional district presidential elector. 

32-714. Presidential electors; vacancies; how filled; meeting; procedure; violation of 
pledge; effect. 
 
(1) The Governor shall provide each presidential elector with a list of all the presidential electors. 
If any presidential elector is absent or if there is a deficiency in the proper number of presidential 
electors, those present shall elect from the citizens of the state so many persons as will supply the 
deficiency and immediately issue a certificate of election, signed by those present or a majority 
of them, to the person or persons so chosen. In case of failure to elect as required in this 
subsection by 3 p.m. of such day or in case of a vacancy created under subsection (4) of this 
section, the Governor shall fill the vacancies by appointment. Each appointee shall execute the 
pledge in section 32-713. After all vacancies are filled, the presidential electors shall proceed 
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with the election of a President of the United States and a Vice President of the United States and 
certify their votes in conformity with the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

(2) The Secretary of State shall provide each presidential elector with a presidential and vice-
presidential ballot. Each at-large presidential elector shall mark his or her ballot for the presidential 
and vice-presidential candidates who received the highest number of votes in the state and 
consistent with his or her pledge. Each congressional district presidential elector shall mark his or 
her ballot for the presidential and vice-presidential candidates who received the highest number of 
votes in his or her congressional district and consistent with his or her pledge. 

(3) Each presidential elector shall present the completed ballot to the Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State shall examine each ballot and accept as cast each ballot marked by a presidential 
elector consistent with his or her pledge. The Secretary of State shall not accept and shall not count 
the ballot if the presidential elector has not marked the ballot or has marked the ballot in violation 
of his or her pledge. 

(4) A presidential elector who refuses to present a ballot, who attempts to present an unmarked 
ballot, or who attempts to present a ballot marked in violation of his or her pledge vacates the 
office of presidential elector. 

32-715. Presidential electors; compensation. 
 
The Secretary of State shall incorporate in his or her budget the sum of five hundred dollars for 
the payment of requests for payment or reimbursement presented by the presidential electors of 
the electoral college. The electors shall receive compensation of five dollars for each day of 
attendance and shall be reimbursed for mileage as provided in section 81-1176. 
 
32-716. New political party; formation; petition; requirements. 
 
(1) Any person, group, or association desiring to form a new political party shall present to the 
Secretary of State petitions containing signatures totaling not less than one percent of the total 
votes cast for Governor at the most recent general election for such office. The signatures of 
registered voters on such petitions shall be so distributed as to include registered voters totaling 
at least one percent of the votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election in 
each of the three congressional districts in this state. Petition signers and petition circulators shall 
conform to the requirements of sections 32-629 and 32-630. The petitions shall be filed with the 
Secretary of State no later than January 15 before any statewide primary election for the new 
political party to be entitled to have ballot position in the primary election of that year. If the new 
political party desires to be established and have ballot position for the general election and not 
in the primary election of that year, the petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of State on or 
before July 15 of that year. Prior to the circulation of petitions to form a new political party, a 
sample copy of the petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of State by the person, group, or 
association seeking to establish the new party. The sample petition shall be accompanied by the 
name and address of the person or the names and addresses of the members of the group or 
association sponsoring the petition to form a new political party. The sponsor or sponsors of the 
petition shall file, as one instrument, all petition papers comprising a new political party petition 
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for signature verification with the Secretary of State. All signed petitions in circulation but not 
filed with the Secretary of State shall become invalid after July 15 in the year of the statewide 
general election. 

(2) The petition shall conform to the requirements of section 32-628. The Secretary of State shall 
prescribe the form of the petition for the formation of a new political party. The petition shall be 
addressed to and filed with the Secretary of State and shall state its purpose and the name of the 
party to be formed. Such name shall not be or include the name of any political party then in 
existence or any word forming any part of the name of any political party then in existence, and in 
order to avoid confusion regarding party affiliation of a candidate or registered voter, the name of 
the party to be formed shall not include the word "independent" or "nonpartisan". The petition 
shall contain a statement substantially as follows: 

We, the undersigned registered voters of the State of Nebraska and the county of ..............., being 
severally qualified to sign this petition, respectfully request that the above-named new political 
party be formed in the State of Nebraska, and each for himself or herself says: I have personally 
signed this petition on the date opposite my name; I am a registered voter of the State of Nebraska 
and county of ............... and am qualified to sign this petition; and my date of birth and city, village, 
or post office address and my street and number or voting precinct are correctly written after my 
name. 

32-717. New political party; validity of petition signatures; certification of establishment; 
copy of constitution and bylaws; filed. 
 
Within twenty business days after all the petitions to form a new political party which contain 
signatures are filed with the Secretary of State, he or she shall determine the validity and 
sufficiency of such petitions and signatures. Clerical and technical errors in a petition shall be 
disregarded if the forms prescribed by the Secretary of State are substantially followed. If the 
petitions are determined to be sufficient and valid, the Secretary of State shall issue a 
certification establishing the new political party. Copies of such certification shall be issued to 
the person, group, or association forming the new political party. Within twenty days after the 
certification of establishment of the new political party by the Secretary of State, the person, 
group, or association forming the new political party or its new officers shall file with the 
Secretary of State the constitution and bylaws of such party along with a certified list of the 
names and addresses of the officers of the new political party. 
 
32-719. Political party conventions; individual vote; unit voting prohibited. 
 
At all political party conventions held under sections 32-707 and 32-710, each delegate shall be 
entitled to register his or her individual vote, and it shall be unlawful to attempt to bind any 
delegate by any political party or convention rules requiring the delegates from any political 
subdivision to such convention to vote as one unit. 
 
32-720. Division of political party ballot; preference; how determined; dissolution of 
political party; procedure; effect. 
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(1) In case of a division of any political party, the Secretary of State shall give the preference of 
party name to the convention held at the time and place designated in the call of the regularly 
constituted political party authorities, and if the other faction presents no other party name, the 
Secretary of State shall select a name or title and place the same on the ballot before the list of 
candidates of such faction. The action of the preceding national convention of such party, 
regularly called, shall determine the action of the Secretary of State or the court in its decision. 
The Secretary of State may be compelled by peremptory order of mandamus to perform such 
duty. 

(2) A political party may dissolve by filing a notice of dissolution with the Secretary of State. The 
notice shall be filed by the executive committee or state central committee of the political party or, 
if no such committee exists, by an officer of the political party. If the notice is filed prior to 
December 1 of the calendar year before the statewide primary election, the Secretary of State shall 
not accept any filings for the political party or place the political party on the statewide primary 
election ballot for the statewide primary election. 

32-721. Candidate at special election; nomination by convention or committee; certificates 
of nomination; time of filing. 
 
Any candidate of any political party for an office to be filled at a special election shall be 
nominated by a convention or central committee of his or her political party. The nomination 
shall be in writing, shall contain the name of the office for which each person was nominated and 
the name and residence of each person so nominated, including, if in a city, the street and 
number of residence, and place of business, if any, and shall designate in not more than five 
words the political party which such convention or committee represents. The presiding officer 
and the secretary of such convention or committee shall sign the nomination and include their 
respective places of business and take an oath before an officer qualified to administer oaths that 
the affiants were such officers at such convention or committee and that the certificate and the 
statements therein contained are true to the best of their knowledge and belief. Such conventions 
or committee meetings shall be held not less than seventy days prior to the date fixed by law for 
the election of the persons so nominated. The nomination shall be filed with the filing officer 
prescribed in section 32-607 not less than seventy days before the election. 
 
 
Statutes Governing Presidential Primary 
 
 
32-301. Registration list; registration of electors; registration records; how kept; use on 
election day. 
 
(1) The Secretary of State shall implement, in a uniform and nondiscriminatory manner, a single, 
uniform, official, centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter registration list defined, 
maintained, and administered at the office of the Secretary of State that contains the name and 
registration information of every legally registered voter in the state and assigns a unique 
identifier to each legally registered voter in the state. The computerized list shall serve as the 
single system for storing and managing the official list of registered voters throughout the state 
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and shall comprise the voter registration register. The computerized list shall be coordinated with 
other agency data bases within the state and shall be available for electronic access by election 
commissioners and county clerks. The computerized list shall serve as the official voter 
registration list for the conduct of all elections under the Election Act and beginning July 1, 
2019, shall be the basis for electronic poll books at each precinct if applicable. The Secretary of 
State shall provide such support as may be required so that election commissioners and county 
clerks are able to electronically enter voter registration information obtained by such officials on 
an expedited basis at the time the information is received. The Secretary of State shall provide 
adequate technological security measures to prevent unauthorized access to the computerized 
list. 

(2) The election commissioner or county clerk shall provide for the registration of the electors of 
the county. Upon receipt of a voter registration application in his or her office from an eligible 
elector, the election commissioner or county clerk shall enter the information from the application 
in the voter registration register and may create an electronic image, photograph, microphotograph, 
or reproduction in an electronic digital format to be used as the voter registration record. The 
election commissioner or county clerk shall provide a precinct list of registered voters for each 
precinct for the use of judges and clerks of election in their respective precincts on election day. 
Beginning July 1, 2019, the election commissioner or county clerk may provide an electronic poll 
book as described in section 32-301.01 to meet the requirements for a precinct list of registered 
voters. 

(3) The digital signatures in the possession of the Secretary of State, the election commissioner, or 
the county clerk shall not be public records as defined in section 84-712.01 and are not subject to 
disclosure under sections 84-712 to 84-712.09. 

32-302. Registration of electors; office hours; deadline for registration; designated voter 
registration agency. 
 
The office of the election commissioner or county clerk shall remain open during the usual 
business days of the year for purposes of general registration and revision and for the transaction 
of the business of the office. Such registration and revision shall be carried on at all times during 
the regular business hours of the office of the election commissioner or county clerk ending at 6 
p.m. on the second Friday preceding any election. The election commissioner or county clerk 
may, during any of the seven days immediately preceding the deadline for registration, cause his 
or her office to be open at times in addition to the hours during which it is required by law to be 
open in order for electors to register to vote. The office of the election commissioner or county 
clerk shall be a designated voter registration agency for purposes of section 7 of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993, 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-5, as such section existed on March 11, 2008. 
 
32-304. Registration of electors electronically; application process; application; contents; 
Secretary of State; Department of Motor Vehicles; duties. 
 
(1) The Secretary of State in conjunction with the Department of Motor Vehicles shall 
implement a registration application process which may be used statewide to register to vote and 
update voter registration records electronically using the Secretary of State's web site. An 
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applicant who has a valid Nebraska motor vehicle operator's license or state identification card 
may use the application process to register to vote or to update his or her voter registration record 
with changes in his or her personal information or other information related to his or her 
eligibility to vote. For each electronic application, the Secretary of State shall obtain a copy of 
the electronic representation of the applicant's signature from the Department of Motor Vehicles' 
records of his or her motor vehicle operator's license or state identification card for purposes of 
voter registration and electronic poll books. 

(2) The application shall contain substantially all the information provided in section 32-312 and 
the following informational statements: 

(a) An applicant who submits this application electronically is affirming that the information in 
the application is true. Any applicant who submits this application electronically knowing that any 
of the information in the application is false shall be guilty of a Class IV felony under section 32-
1502 of the statutes of Nebraska. The penalty for a Class IV felony is up to two years imprisonment 
and twelve months post-release supervision, a fine of up to ten thousand dollars, or both; 

(b) An applicant who submits this application electronically is agreeing to the use of his or her 
digital signature from the Department of Motor Vehicles' records of his or her motor vehicle 
operator's license or state identification card for purposes of voter registration; 

(c) To vote at the polling place on election day, the completed application must be submitted on 
or before the third Friday before the election and prior to midnight on such Friday; and 

(d) The election commissioner or county clerk will, upon receipt of the application for registration, 
send an acknowledgment of registration to the applicant indicating whether the application is 
proper or not. 

32-306. Deputy registrars; teams; duties; acknowledgment of registration; when; 
applicability of section. 
 
Deputy registrars shall register voters in teams of at least two deputies, one of whom is not a 
member of the same political party as the other or others. The deputy registrars shall return the 
completed registration applications to the office of the election commissioner or county clerk of 
the county in which the registrations are to be effective no later than the end of the next business 
day after the registrations are taken. The election commissioner or county clerk shall mail an 
acknowledgment of registration at least five days prior to the next election to each person 
registered by a deputy registrar. Deputy registrars shall not register voters after 6 p.m. on the 
third Friday preceding any election. A registration application received after the deadline shall 
not be processed by the election commissioner or county clerk until after the election. This 
section shall not apply to registration done by the employees of the election commissioner or 
county clerk. 
 
32-308. Registration list; verification; voter registration application; Department of Motor 
Vehicles; duties; registration; when; confidentiality; persons involved in registration; 
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status. 
 
(1) The Secretary of State and the Director of Motor Vehicles shall enter into an agreement to 
match information in the computerized statewide voter registration list with information in the 
data base of the Department of Motor Vehicles to the extent required to enable each such official 
to verify the accuracy of the information provided on applications for voter registration. The 
Director of Motor Vehicles shall enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of Social 
Security under section 205(r)(8) of the federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 405(r)(8), as such 
section existed on April 17, 2003, for purposes of the Election Act. 

(2) The Department of Motor Vehicles, with the assistance of the Secretary of State, shall prescribe 
a voter registration application which may be used to register to vote or change his or her address 
for voting purposes at the same time an elector applies for an original or renewal motor vehicle 
operator's license, an original or renewal state identification card, or a replacement thereof. The 
voter registration application shall contain the information required pursuant to section 32-312 and 
shall be designed so that it does not require the duplication of information in the application for 
the motor vehicle operator's license or state identification card, except that it may require a second 
signature of the applicant. The department and the Secretary of State shall make the voter 
registration application available to any person applying for an operator's license or state 
identification card. The application shall be completed at the office of the department by the close 
of business on the third Friday preceding any election to be registered to vote at such election. A 
registration application received after the deadline shall not be processed by the election 
commissioner or county clerk until after the election. 

(3) The Department of Motor Vehicles, in conjunction with the Secretary of State, shall develop a 
process to electronically transmit voter registration application information received under 
subsection (2) of this section to the election commissioner or county clerk of the county in which 
the applicant resides within the time limits prescribed in subsection (4) of this section. The Director 
of Motor Vehicles shall designate an implementation date for the process which shall be on or 
before January 1, 2016. 

(4) The voter registration application information shall be transmitted to the election commissioner 
or county clerk of the county in which the applicant resides not later than ten days after receipt, 
except that if the voter registration application information is received within five days prior to the 
third Friday preceding any election, it shall be transmitted not later than five days after its original 
submission. Any information on whether an applicant registers or declines to register and the 
location of the office at which he or she registers shall be confidential and shall only be used for 
voter registration purposes. 

(5) For each voter registration application for which information is transmitted electronically 
pursuant to this section, the Secretary of State shall obtain a copy of the electronic representation 
of the applicant's signature from the Department of Motor Vehicles' records of his or her motor 
vehicle operator's license or state identification card for purposes of voter registration. Each voter 
registration application electronically transmitted under this section shall include information 
provided by the applicant that includes whether the applicant is a citizen of the United States, 
whether the applicant is of sufficient age to register to vote, the applicant's residence address, the 



Nebraska Delegate Selection Plan Attachment H Relevant Nebraska State Statutes 

applicant's postal address if different from the residence address, the date of birth of the applicant, 
the party affiliation of the applicant or an indication that the applicant is not affiliated with any 
political party, the applicant's motor vehicle operator's license number, the applicant's previous 
registration location by city, county, or state, if applicable, and the applicant's signature. 

(6) State agency personnel involved in the voter registration process pursuant to this section and 
section 32-309 shall not be considered deputy registrars or agents or employees of the election 
commissioner or county clerk. 

32-310. Voter registration; State Department of Education; Department of Health and 
Human Services; duties; confidentiality; persons involved in registration; status; delivery 
of applications; when; registration; when. 
 
(1) The State Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services shall 
provide the opportunity to register to vote at the time of application, review, or change of address 
for the following programs, as applicable: (a) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; 
(b) the medicaid program; (c) the WIC program as defined in section 71-2225; (d) the aid to 
dependent children program; (e) the vocational rehabilitation program; and (f) any other public 
assistance program or program primarily for the purpose of providing services to persons with 
disabilities. If the application, review, or change of address is accomplished through an agent or 
contractor of the department, the agent or contractor shall provide the opportunity to register to 
vote. Any information on whether an applicant registers or declines to register and the agency at 
which he or she registers shall be confidential and shall only be used for voter registration 
purposes. 

(2) The department, agent, or contractor shall make the mail-in registration application described 
in section 32-320 available at the time of application, review, or change of address and shall 
provide assistance, if necessary, to the applicant in completing the application to register to vote. 
The department shall retain records indicating whether an applicant accepted or declined the 
opportunity to register to vote. 

(3) Department personnel, agents, and contractors involved in the voter registration process 
pursuant to this section shall not be considered deputy registrars or agents or employees of the 
election commissioner or county clerk. 

(4) The applicant may return the completed voter registration application to the department, agent, 
or contractor or may personally mail or deliver the application to the election commissioner or 
county clerk as provided in section 32-321. If the applicant returns the completed application to 
the department, agent, or contractor, the department, agent, or contractor shall deliver the 
application to the election commissioner or county clerk of the county in which the office of the 
department, agent, or contractor is located not later than ten days after receipt by the department, 
agent, or contractor, except that if the application is returned to the department, agent, or contractor 
within five days prior to the third Friday preceding any election, it shall be delivered not later than 
five days after the date it is returned. The election commissioner or county clerk shall, if necessary, 
forward the application to the election commissioner or county clerk of the county in which the 
applicant resides within such prescribed time limits. The application shall be completed and 
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returned to the department, agency, or contractor by the close of business on the third Friday 
preceding any election to be registered to vote at such election. A registration application received 
after the deadline shall not be processed by the election commissioner or county clerk until after 
the election. 

(5) The departments shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to ensure compliance with 
this section. 

32-321. Voter registration applications; availability; Secretary of State; designated voter 
registration agency; mailing deadline; notice to applicant; when required; payment of 
postage costs. 
 
(1) Any elector may request a voter registration application from the office of the Secretary of 
State or the election commissioner or county clerk. The Secretary of State and the election 
commissioner or county clerk shall make registration applications prescribed by the Secretary of 
State available and may place the applications in public places. The Secretary of State and the 
election commissioner or county clerk may require that all unused applications be returned to his 
or her office and may place reasonable limits on the amount of applications requested. 

(2) If an elector returns the completed application to the office of the Secretary of State or submits 
an application to the Secretary of State pursuant to section 32-304, the office shall deliver the 
application to the election commissioner or county clerk of the county in which the elector resides 
not later than ten days after receipt by the office, except that if the application is returned to the 
office or submitted pursuant to section 32-304 within five days prior to the third Friday preceding 
any election, it shall be delivered not later than five days after the date it is returned. The deadline 
for returning a completed application to the office of the Secretary of State or submitting an 
application pursuant to section 32-304 is the close of business on the third Friday preceding an 
election to be registered to vote at such election. A registration application received after the 
deadline shall not be processed by the election commissioner or county clerk until after the 
election. The office of the Secretary of State shall be a designated voter registration agency for 
purposes of section 7 of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-5, as such 
section existed on March 11, 2008. 

(3) If an elector mails the registration application to the election commissioner or county clerk: 

(a)(i) The application shall be postmarked on or before the third Friday before the next election; 
or 

(ii) The application shall be received not later than the second Tuesday before the next election if 
the postmark is unreadable; and 

(b) The application shall be processed by the election office as a proper registration for the voter 
to be entitled to vote on the day of the next election. 

(4) If the registration application arrives after the registration deadline, the application shall not be 
processed until after the election. Written notice shall be given to any applicant whose registration 
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application failed to meet the registration deadline or was found to be incorrect or incomplete and 
shall state the specific reason for rejection. If the application is incomplete, the election 
commissioner or county clerk shall notify the applicant of the failure to provide the required 
information, including failure to provide identification if required, and provide the applicant with 
the opportunity to submit an identification document as described in section 32-318.01 prior to the 
deadline for voter registration or to complete and submit a corrected registration application in a 
timely manner to allow for the proper registration of the applicant prior to the next election. All 
postage costs related to returning registration applications to the election commissioner or county 
clerk shall be paid by the registrant. 

32-401. Statewide primary election; when held; purposes. 
 
The statewide primary election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in 
May in even-numbered years. The statewide primary election shall be held for the purposes of 
(1) nominating all candidates to be voted for at the statewide general election except (a) 
candidates who were unopposed at the primary election and not required to be on the ballot and 
(b) candidates who petition on the ballot or are nominated by their political party, (2) electing 
delegates to the county, state, and national political party conventions, if applicable, (3) in each 
presidential election year, voting on a preference for President of the United States, and (4) 
electing officers in political subdivisions which hold their general elections at the time of the 
statewide primary election. 
 
32-613. President; nominating petition; consent of candidate required; form of petition. 
 
Any petition to place a person's name on the primary election ballot for President of the United 
States shall contain the names of not less than one hundred voters registered with the appropriate 
political party from each congressional district of the state, except that if the political party 
dissolves as provided in subsection (2) of section 32-720, the Secretary of State shall not accept a 
petition under this section. The name of the candidate for President shall be placed upon the 
ballot only when written consent of such person has been filed with the Secretary of State not 
less than sixty days before the primary election. The form of the petition shall comply with the 
requirements of section 32-628 and shall as nearly as possible conform to the form prescribed by 
the Secretary of State. 
 
32-614. President; petition candidates or advocated or recognized candidates; placing on 
ballot; affidavit of rejection of candidacy; purged candidate, when. 
 
The names of persons in the political party (1) who are presented by petition of their supporters 
to be party candidates for President of the United States or (2) who have been determined by the 
Secretary of State to be generally advocated or recognized as candidates in national news media 
throughout the United States shall be printed on the primary election ballot for the office of 
President of the United States. This section does not apply if the political party dissolves as 
provided in subsection (2) of section 32-720. 

If a person does not want his or her name on the Nebraska primary election ballot, he or she shall, 
by March 10 of the presidential election year, execute and file an affidavit with the Secretary of 
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State stating without qualification that he or she is not now and does not intend to become a 
candidate for office of President of the United States at the next presidential election in Nebraska 
or any other state. If a presidential candidate files such affidavit removing his or her name and 
subsequently becomes a presidential candidate in another state, the candidate's affidavit in 
Nebraska shall be purged and shall have no force and effect. The Secretary of State shall then place 
such candidate's name on the primary election ballot. 

32-808. Ballots for early voting; delivery; special ballot; publication of application form. 
 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in section 32-939.02, ballots for early voting to be mailed 
pursuant to section 32-941 shall be ready for delivery to registered voters at least thirty-five days 
prior to each statewide primary or general election and at least fifteen days prior to all other 
elections. 

(2) The election commissioner or county clerk shall not mail or issue any ballot for early voting if 
the election to which such ballot pertains has already been held. 

(3) The election commissioner or county clerk shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county an application form to be used by registered voters in making an application for a 
ballot for early voting after the ballots become available. The publication of the application shall 
not be required if the election is held by mail pursuant to sections 32-952 to 32-959. 

32-809. Statewide primary election; official ballot; form; contents. 
 
(1) The form of the official ballot at the statewide primary election shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State. At the top of the ballot and over all else shall be printed in boldface type the 
name of the political party, ....... Official Ballot, Primary Election 20.. . Each division containing 
the names of the office and a list of candidates for such office shall be separated from other 
groups by a bold line. The ballot shall list at-large candidates and subdistrict candidates under 
appropriate headings. 

(2) All proposals for constitutional amendments and candidates on the nonpartisan ballot shall be 
submitted on a ballot where bold lines separate one office or issue from another. Proposals for 
constitutional amendments proposed by the Legislature shall be placed on the ballot as provided 
in sections 49-201 to 49-211. All constitutional amendments shall be placed on a separate ballot 
when a paper ballot is used which requires the ballot after being voted to be folded before being 
deposited in a ballot box. When an optical-scan ballot is used which requires a ballot envelope or 
sleeve in which the ballot after being voted is placed before being deposited in a ballot box, 
constitutional amendments may be printed on either side of the ballot and shall be separated from 
other offices or issues by a bold line. Constitutional amendments so arranged shall constitute a 
separate ballot. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in section 32-811, the statewide primary election ballot shall 
contain the name of every candidate filing or recognized under subsection (1) of section 32-606 
and sections 32-611, 32-613, and 32-614 and no other names. No name of a candidate for member 
of the Legislature or an elective office described in Article IV, section 1, of the Constitution of 
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Nebraska shall appear on any ballot or any series of ballots at any primary election more than once. 
When two or more of the last names of candidates for the same office at the primary election are 
the same in spelling or sound, the official ballots may, on the request of any such candidate, have 
his or her address printed immediately below his or her name in capital and lowercase letters in 
lightface type of the same size as the type in which the name of the candidate is printed. 

32-810. Primary election ballot; arrangement of names and proposals. 
 
(1) The election commissioner or county clerk shall place the names of all partisan candidates 
certified to him or her by the Secretary of State and of those partisan candidates filing in his or 
her office on a primary election ballot headed with the political party designation. The names of 
each nonpartisan candidate certified by the Secretary of State and of each nonpartisan candidate 
filing in the office of the election commissioner or county clerk shall be placed on the primary 
election ballot headed by the words Nonpartisan Ticket. 

(2) If any office is not subject to the upcoming election, the office shall be omitted from the ballot 
and the remaining offices shall move up so that the same relative order is preserved. The order of 
any offices may be altered to allow for the best utilization of ballot space in order to avoid printing 
a second ballot when one ballot would be sufficient if an optical-scan ballot is used. All proposals 
on the ballot submitted by a political subdivision shall follow all offices on the ballot for such 
political subdivision. 

(3) The election commissioner or county clerk shall follow the order of precincts or wards as set 
out in the official abstract book on file in his or her office in preparing the official ballots. At the 
primary election, on the first set of ballots for the first precinct or ward shall be the names of 
candidates filing by date and hour as certified by the Secretary of State and for local candidates 
the names of candidates shall be listed in the order of filing by date and hour with the election 
commissioner or county clerk. When there are more candidates than vacancies for the same office, 
the names of all partisan and nonpartisan candidates at a primary election shall be rotated precinct 
by precinct in each office division in the order in which the precincts are set out in the official 
abstract book. In making the changes of position, the printer shall take the line of type at the head 
of each office division and place it at the bottom of that division, shoving up the column so that 
the name that was second shall be first after the change. 

32-908. Polls; when opened and closed. 
 
(1) At all elections in the area of this state lying within the Mountain Standard or Mountain 
Daylight time zone, the polls shall open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. of the same day, and in the 
area lying within the Central Standard or Central Daylight time zone, the polls shall open at 8 
a.m. and close at 8 p.m. of the same day. 

(2) Except for special elections conducted by mail as provided in sections 32-952 to 32-959, the 
deadline for the receipt of ballots is 7 p.m. on the day set for the election in the area lying within 
the Mountain Standard or Mountain Daylight time zone and 8 p.m. on the day set for the election 
in the area lying within the Central Standard or Central Daylight time zone. 
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(3) If the judges and clerks of election are not present at the polls at the required hour, the polls 
may be opened by those placed in charge of the polling place at any time before the time required 
for closing the polls on election day. 

(4) If at the hour of closing there are any persons desiring to vote who are in the polling place or 
in a line at the polling place and who have not been able to vote since appearing at the polling 
place, the polls shall be kept open reasonably long enough after the hour for closing to allow those 
present at that hour to vote. No person arriving after the hour when the polls have officially closed 
shall be entitled to vote. 

32-912. Voters; ballots to which entitled; political party rule; effect. 
 
(1) Any registered voter desiring to vote in a primary election held under the Election Act shall 
be entitled to participate in such primary election upon presenting himself or herself at the 
polling place for his or her residence. A registered voter who is affiliated with a political party 
shall receive from the receiving board all nonpartisan ballots and the partisan ballot of the 
political party indicated on his or her voter registration. Except as provided in subsections (2) 
and (3) of this section, a registered voter who is not affiliated with any political party shall 
receive only nonpartisan ballots at a primary election. 

(2) Any political party may allow registered voters who are not affiliated with a political party to 
vote in the primary election for any elective office for which the party has candidates except for 
the office of delegate to the party's county, state, or national convention. Any political party 
desiring to permit such registered voters to vote for candidates of that party in the primary election 
shall file a letter stating that the governing body of the political party has adopted a rule allowing 
registered voters who are not affiliated with a political party to vote in the primary election for 
candidates of that party. The letter and copy of the adopted rule shall be filed with the Secretary 
of State at least sixty days before the primary election. The Secretary of State shall notify the 
appropriate election commissioners and county clerks in writing that the political party filing the 
letter will allow registered voters who are not affiliated with a political party to vote in the primary 
election for candidates of that party. Once filed, the rule allowing such voters to vote in such 
primary election shall be irrevocable and shall apply only to the primary election immediately 
following the adoption of the rule. 

(3) A registered voter who is not affiliated with a political party and who desires to vote in the 
primary election for the office of United States Senator or United States Representative may 
request a partisan ballot for either or both of such offices from any political party. The election 
commissioner or county clerk shall post a notice in a conspicuous location, easily visible and 
readable by voters prior to approaching the receiving board, that a registered voter who is not 
affiliated with a political party may request such ballots. No such registered voter shall receive 
more than one such partisan ballot. 

(4) The registered voters residing in a political subdivision may cast their ballots for candidates 
for the offices in that subdivision and for issues proposed for that subdivision, except that when 
officers are to be nominated or elected from a subdistrict of the political subdivision, the registered 
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voters residing in the subdistrict may only vote for candidates from the subdistrict and for 
candidates for officers to be elected at large from the whole political subdivision. 

32-938. Registered voter; early voting; when allowed. 
 
(1) A registered voter shall be permitted to vote early by requesting a ballot for early voting 
pursuant to section 32-941 or 32-943. 

(2) Any person excluded from voting under section 32-313 or 32-314 shall not be allowed to 
receive a ballot for early voting. 

(3) Any person who fails to register to vote by the voter registration deadline shall not be allowed 
to vote except as provided in section 32-940 or 32-941. 

32-941. Early voting; written request for ballot; procedure. 
 
Any registered voter permitted to vote early pursuant to section 32-938 may, not more than one 
hundred twenty days before any election and not later than the close of business on the second 
Friday preceding the election, request a ballot for the election to be mailed to a specific address. 
A registered voter shall request a ballot in writing to the election commissioner or county clerk in 
the county where the registered voter has established his or her home and shall indicate his or her 
residence address, the address to which the ballot is to be mailed if different, and his or her 
telephone number if available. The registered voter may use the form published by the election 
commissioner or county clerk pursuant to section 32-808. The registered voter shall sign the 
request. A registered voter may use a facsimile machine or electronic mail for the submission of 
a request for a ballot. The election commissioner or county clerk shall include a registration 
application with the ballots if the person is not registered. Registration applications shall not be 
mailed after the third Friday preceding the election. If the person is not registered to vote, the 
registration application shall be returned not later than the closing of the polls on the day of the 
election. No ballot issued under this section shall be counted unless such registration application 
is properly completed and processed. 
 
32-942. Registered voter anticipating absence on election day; right to vote; method; voter 
present in county; voting place; person registering to vote and requesting a ballot at same 
time; treatment of ballot. 
 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, a registered voter of this state 
who anticipates being absent from the county of his or her residence on the day of any election 
may appear in person before the election commissioner or county clerk not more than thirty days 
prior to the day of election and obtain his or her ballot. The registered voter shall vote the ballot 
in the office of the election commissioner or county clerk or shall return the ballot to the office 
not later than the closing of the polls on the day of the election. A registered voter who is present 
in the county on the day of the election and who chooses to vote on the day of the election shall 
vote at the polling place assigned to the precinct in which he or she resides unless he or she is 
returning a ballot for early voting or voting pursuant to section 32-943. 
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(2) If a person registers to vote and requests a ballot at the same time under this section, he or she 
shall (a)(i) present one of the address confirmation documents as prescribed in subdivision (1)(a) 
of section 32-318.01, (ii) present proof that he or she is a member of the armed forces of the United 
States who by reason of active duty has been absent from his or her place of residence where the 
member is otherwise eligible to vote, is a member of the United States Merchant Marine who by 
reason of service has been away from his or her place of residence where the member is otherwise 
eligible to vote, is a spouse or dependent of a member of the armed forces of the United States or 
United States Merchant Marine who has been absent from his or her place of residence due to the 
service of that member, or resides outside the United States and but for such residence would be 
qualified to vote in the state if the state was the last place in which the person was domiciled before 
leaving the United States, or (iii) state that he or she is elderly or handicapped and has requested 
to vote by alternative means other than by casting a ballot at his or her polling place on election 
day or (b) vote a ballot which is placed in an envelope with the voter's name and address and other 
necessary identifying information and kept securely for counting as provided in this subsection. 
This subsection does not extend the deadline for voter registration specified in section 32-302. A 
ballot cast pursuant to subdivision (b) of this subsection shall be rejected and shall not be counted 
if the acknowledgment of registration sent to the registrant pursuant to section 32-322 is returned 
as undeliverable for a reason other than clerical error within ten days after it is mailed, otherwise 
after such ten-day period, the ballot shall be counted. 

(3) This section applies only to a person who appears in person to obtain a ballot as provided in 
subsection (1) of this section and does not apply to a ballot mailed to a voter pursuant to section 
32-945. 

32-943. Ballot to be picked up by agent; written request; procedure; restrictions on agent. 
 
(1) Any registered voter who is permitted to vote early pursuant to section 32-938 may appoint 
an agent to submit a request for a ballot for early voting on his or her behalf. The registered voter 
or his or her agent may request that the ballot be sent to the registered voter by mail or indicate 
on the request that the agent will personally pick up the ballot for such registered voter from the 
office of the election commissioner or county clerk. A registered voter or an agent acting on 
behalf of a registered voter shall request a ballot in writing to the election commissioner or 
county clerk in the county where the registered voter has established his or her residence and 
shall indicate the voter's residence address, the address to which the ballot is to be mailed if 
different, and the voter's telephone number if available and precinct if known. The registered 
voter or the voter's agent may use the form published by the election commissioner or county 
clerk pursuant to section 32-808. The registered voter or his or her agent shall sign the request. 

(2) A candidate for office at such election and any person serving on a campaign committee for 
such a candidate shall not act as an agent for any registered voter requesting a ballot pursuant to 
this section unless such person is a member of the registered voter's family. No person shall act as 
agent for more than two registered voters in any election. 

(3) The agent shall pick up the ballot before one hour prior to the closing of the polls on election 
day and deliver the ballot to the registered voter. The ballot shall be returned not later than the 
closing of the polls on the day of the election. 
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(4) The election commissioner or county clerk shall adopt procedures for the distribution of ballots 
under this section. 

32-945. Request for ballot; provide registration form; when; change registration; 
acknowledgment. 
 
When a request for a ballot from a person who is not registered to vote in the county reaches the 
election commissioner or county clerk by mail, by facsimile transmission, or by means other than 
by application in person on or prior to the third Friday preceding the election, the election 
commissioner or county clerk shall mail to the applicant the registration application with the 
ballot. No ballot shall be sent by mail to any person after the third Friday preceding the election 
if such person is not a registered voter. When an application for a ballot from a person who is 
registered in the county reaches the county clerk or election commissioner by mail, facsimile 
transmission, or other means than by application in person and the application indicates that the 
applicant has changed his or her residence within the county, the county clerk or election 
commissioner shall change the address on the applicant's voter registration and mail to such 
applicant an acknowledgment of change of registration and the ballot as provided by section 32-
947. 


